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V I R G I N I A: 
 
 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ARLINGTON COUNTY 
 
  

In Re: RESPONDENT   CL No:      
 

 
ANSWER AND REPORT OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

 
COMES NOW, GAL, Court appointed GUARDIAN AD LITEM for 

RESPONDENT, an alleged incapacitated adult, and for her report pursuant to 

§37.2-1003 of the Virginia Code states the following: 

Jurisdiction & Procedural Background 

1. RESPONDENT is an 18-year-old female with Down’s Syndrome with 

mild cognitive impairment.  The Petitioners, PETITIONER1 and PETITIONER2, are 

the parents of RESPONDENT.   

2. The Petition for Appointment of Guardian was filed on November 19, 

2009.  No Petition has been filed requesting the appointment of a Conservator for 

RESPONDENT.  At this time, the Respondent, RESPONDENT, has no income and 

no known assets.  Therefore, she has no need for a Conservator. 

3. I was appointed GUARDIAN AD LITEM for RESPONDENT pursuant 

to an Order of this Court entered on November 19, 2009. 

4. This Court has jurisdiction of this matter because RESPONDENT 

lives at STREET, CITY, STATE, with her parents and sister. 

5. I do not believe the facts of this case warrant the appointment of 

independent counsel for RESPONDENT 
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6. I do not believe the facts of this case warrant that RESPONDENT 

attends the December 11, 2009 hearing in this matter. 

7. I hereby certify that on December 3, 2009, I personally served 

RESPONDENT with a copy of the Notice, Petition for Appointment of Guardian, 

and a copy of the Order Appointing a GUARDIAN AD LITEM.   

8. I hereby certify that I personally advised RESPONDENT of her rights 

pursuant to §§37.2-1006 and 37.2-1007 of the Virginia Code, including her right to 

counsel, her right to a jury trial, her right to attend the hearing, to compel the 

attendance of witnesses, to present evidence on her own behalf, and to confront 

and cross-examine witnesses. 

9. RESPONDENT has a 16-year-old sibling and an adult uncle, 

RELATIVE.  Petitioners certify that they have sent notice of the proceedings to the 

necessary parties pursuant to §37.2-1004(B) of the Virginia Code. 

Investigation 

10. I visited RESPONDENT on Thursday, December 3, 2009 at her 

house in Arlington, Virginia.  The house was clean, comfortable and neat. 

RESPONDENT seemed a little shy at first, but sat on the couch with me to talk 

about the guardianship proceedings.  RESPONDENT seemed to understand the 

purpose of the guardianship proceedings and had no objections to having her 

parents named as her guardians.  RESPONDENT did not want to come to the 

hearing because she likes school so much that she did not want to miss any 

classes. 
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11. RESPONDENT is a beautiful and charming 18-year-old young 

woman.  She told me she was a junior in at Paul VI High School in Fairfax, Virginia.  

She participates in Panther Pals1 at the school, likes soccer, basketball and 

bowling, and told me her favorite subject was mathematics.  She showed me her 

room, which is painted pink, and showed me some of the movies she likes to 

watch: Alvin and the Chipmunks, Cars, and Narnia.  RESPONDENT was very 

excited about the new Alvin and the Chipmunks movie coming out this month.   

12. I spoke with RESPONDENT’s parents and the Petitioners, 

PETITIONER1 and PETITIONER2, about the Guardianship Petition.  

RESPONDENT currently resides at the family home with her parents, sister, and 

two dogs.  The whole family appears to be close.  RESPONDENT leads a very 

active and social life.  The plan is for RESPONDENT to continue to live in the 

family home for the foreseeable future.  In speaking with PETITIONERS, it is clear 

they love RESPONDENT very much, play an active role in her life, and will 

continue to do so.  They both appear committed to promoting the best for 

RESPONDENT’s welfare.     

Evaluation 

13. PHYSICIAN prepared an Evaluation Report on November 16, 2009 in 

compliance with §37.2-1005 of the Virginia Code.  PHYSICIAN is RESPONDENT’s 

                                            
1
 Panther Pals is an afterschool club that Paul VI High School sponsors, pairing students with 

intellectual disabilities in one-to-one friendships with students from the general education 
population.  One student from the intellectual disability program is paired with three general 
education students.  Students meet once a month, and are also encouraged to meet on their own 
over the weekend for social activities planned by club members.  By becoming a Panther Pal, 
volunteers offer an Options student the chance to explore friendships and feel included in the high 
school social environment.   
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pediatrician and has been treating her throughout her life.  She states that 

RESPONDENT has “Trisomy 21” (Down’s Syndrome).  She has limited cognitive 

ability, impaired by her genetic syndrome as well as social implications such as 

speech delay and limited social skills.” PHYSICIAN opines that RESPONDENT 

“needs supervision and assistance with many self-care skills and her social skills 

are limited”.  RESPONDENT’s prognosis for improvement is poor.  

14. RESPONDENT’s behavior and responses to me during my visit were 

consistent with the evaluation by PHYSICIAN. 

Recommendation & Extent of Guardianship 

15. RESPONDENT suffers from Down’s syndrome with mental 

retardation.  The prognosis for any significant improvement is poor. 

16. Based on the foregoing evidence, the evaluation, and my 

observations, RESPONDENT is not capable of receiving or evaluating information 

sufficiently to meet all of the essential requirements for her health, care and safety 

without the assistance of a Guardian to help make personal decisions and medical 

decisions for her.  PETITIONER1 and PETITIONER2 are willing to serve as 

Guardians for RESPONDENT and appear to be appropriate and suitable choices.  

The Guardians should be given plenary powers to make medical and personal care 

decisions for RESPONDENT.  RESPONDENT should retain her right to vote.  To 

the extent feasible, RESPONDENT should be encouraged to participate in 

decisions, to act on her own behalf, and to manage her personal affairs.   

17. Either Guardian should be permitted to act alone on behalf of 

RESPONDENT.     
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18. RESPONDENT does not own any assets and currently receives no 

income.  Now that she is 18-years-old, however, RESPONDENT is entitled to 

income from Social Security via Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits.  

These benefits can be managed through a representative payee arrangement.  

Therefore, pursuant to §37.2-1009 of the Virginia Code, a conservator is not 

needed.  It is recommended that this Court find RESPONDENT indigent pursuant 

to §37.2-1008 of the Virginia Code and tax all fees and costs to the Commonwealth 

of Virginia. 

19. I recommend that the Guardians be required to post bond without 

surety in the amount of $1,000. 

WHEREFORE, your GUARDIAN AD LITEM respectfully requests that (1) 

PETITIONER1 and PETITIONER2 be appointed Co-Guardians on behalf of 

RESPONDENT; (2) RESPONDENT be found indigent and the costs incident to this 

proceeding be taxed to the Commonwealth of Virginia; (3) the Court award the 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM a fee for her services as detailed in an invoice to be 

submitted to the Court; and (4) that the GUARDIAN AD LITEM be dismissed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

       
      
GAL, VSB #     
GUARDIAN AD LITEM for RESPONDENT 
FIRM 
STREET 
CITY,STATE 
TELEPHONE 
EMAIL 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on this ____ day of December 2009, a true and accurate 
copy of the foregoing Answer and Report of GUARDIAN AD LITEM was sent via 
facsimile to ATTORNEY, Counsel for Petitioners, at FAX NUMBER, and mailed, 
first-class postage prepaid to the following individuals: 

 
ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONERS 
 
ADULT RELATIVE 
 
PETITIONERS 
 
  
 
 

      
GAL 


