
Saturday, March 4, Sessions 

 
Basic Medicaid Planning – Paula Peaden, Esq. 

Paula L.  Peaden will be discussing the basic Medicaid rules. In addition she will cover estate planning for the 

elder law client with particular emphasis on long term care issues. 

 

Basics of Trust Administration – Deborah G. Matthews, Esq. 

Changes in the Augmented Estate/Elective Share – Margaret O’Reilly, Esq., CELA, CAP 

Discussion of the substantial changes to the Virginia Code related to the elective share of a surviving spouse of 

a decedent dying on or after January 1, 2017.  The new statutory provisions calculate the elective share as a 

graduated percentage, taking into account the length of the marriage; include both spouses’ assets in 

determining the value of the augmented estate; and eliminate the distinction between decedents who leave 

surviving children and those who do not.  New provisions for an incapacitated surviving spouse clarify 

procedures and may also open a window for Medicaid planning. 

 

Conflict of Interest as an Ethical Issue in Elder Law Practice – Robert Bullock, Esq., CELA, CAP 

Goals of this session include:  

1. To improve the quality of services offered to an Elder Law attorney’s client community;  

2. To identify and analyze the ethical issues presented with different paradigms of representation; and  

3. To assure compliance with the Code of Professional Conduct 

 

Developing Your Professional and Personal Mission Statement: Mission Possible: How Your Personal and 

Professional Mission Statements Can Be Created in a Few Easy Steps – Cammie Hauser, Atticus Certified 

Practice Advisor 

With the busyness of today’s society, having clarity of one’s purpose (both personal and professional) is vitally 

important.  This breakout session will include discussions on the development of the framework and buy in of 

those surrounding you.  Additionally, we will discuss periodic evaluation of the statement to avoid mission 

drift.  This advanced session will bring new insights to an often overlooked concept. 

 

Elder Law Issues for Same Sex Couples – Michele Zavos, Esq. 

This presentation will introduce newer Elder Law attorneys to issues generally specific to LGBT elders.  After 

attending the presentation, Elder Law attorneys will be aware of issues to raise with their clients, including 

whether or not to marry, the impact of marriage equality on individuals and their decision-making and 

continuing discrimination against LGBT elders. 

 

Fairness in Medicaid Special Needs Trusts & Planning with ABLE Accounts – Elizabeth Gray, Esq., CELA, CAP 

Our Congress recently enacted the 21st Century Cures Act, Title V, Section 5007, that now allows an individual 

the right to establish his or her own Special Needs Trust.  What is the effect of this new act and how does it 

impact your Special Needs practice? Find out about ABLE Accounts and they impact your Special Needs 

practice?  Do ABLE Accounts make Special Needs Trusts obsolete? Come find out more. 

 

Fulfilling the Duties & Responsibilities as Guardian Ad Litem: Striking the Appropriate Balance Between the 

Costs & Benefits – Anne M. Heishman, Esq. 

This session will include a discussion about compensation to Guardians ad Litem, focusing on the 

reasonableness of fees and the source of the payment.  We will discuss how best to weigh the costs and 

benefits when serving as a GAL.  This topic is appropriate for new and experienced elder law practitioners. 

 



 

Income Only Trust – Medicaid Trust – Yahne Miorini, Esq. 

This presentation will cover irrevocable income-only trusts, also known as Medicaid trusts or Care trusts, and 

how they can be used to protect assets from being sold to pay for long-term care expenses. Attendees will 

learn techniques to maximize benefits to the grantor while protecting the principal from Medicaid claims. 

 

Intersection of Family Law, Elder Law & Estate Planning – Loretta Morris Williams, Esq., CELA, CAP, Vera 

Golenzer, Esq. & Sharon Henderson, Esq. 

A discussion of the many areas where Family Law and Elder Law intersect.  Covers many areas of intersection, 

including drafting prenuptial agreements, divorce issues, estate plans and probate. For advanced practitioners. 

 

Joint Trusts: Appealing Concept – Hard to Implement? – Paul W. Barnett, Esq. 

 Deciding Between a Joint Trust and Separate Trusts 

 Joint Trust Income Tax Considerations 

 Joint Trust Estate and Gift Tax Considerations 

 Community Property and Joint Trusts 

 Drafting a Joint Trust  

 

Long Term Care Planning: Medicaid Eligibility & Income Tax Considerations Regarding Individual Retirement 

Accounts of Nursing Home Spouses – Mark Christopher, Esq. 

This session will provide background information and explore private-pay and Medicaid eligibility strategies 

regarding IRA accounts that are owned by a nursing home spouse.  The session will explore withdrawing and 

transferring IRA account balances.  

 

Multi-jurisdictional, Multi-disciplinary Efforts to Combat Elder Abuse & Exploitation – Doris Gelbman, Esq. 

Overview of the challenges facing the community of practitioners – lawyers and others – in combatting the 

epidemic of Elder Abuse, particularly financial exploitation. Describes the Multi-jurisdictional and multi-

disciplinary approach as necessary and information as to how the teams in Central Virginia have formed and 

progress made to date. The presentation is suitable for both beginning and advanced Elder Law Attorneys. 

 

Post Eligibility Patient Pay Deductions – Veronica Williams, Esq. 

Post eligibility patient pay deductions are a valuable regulatory tool for the Elder Law Attorney in terms of 

addressing client goals and concerns related to aging in place safely.  Specifically, this session will discuss 

options for avoiding premature institutionalization, in a Medicaid CBC context, in cases where it appears that 

the Medicaid CBC benefit is insufficient to address the patient’s medical care and treatment needs.  This 

session will also address issues involving the regulatory relationship between VA benefits and Medicaid CBC 

benefits in a post eligibility patient pay deduction context. 

 

Real Estate in Medicaid – Ron Feinman, Esq. 

This session is designed to cover both the basic and current issues involving Medicaid and Real Estate today.  

The discussion is expected to cover when real estate is and is not a countable resource; issues surrounding life 

estates, both purchasing and reserving them; estate recovery; transfer on death deeds; and many other 

scintillating and/or esoteric topics, facts and theories.   Participants should bring their own beverages, food for 

thought will be provided. 

 

 



Solving the Insolvent Estate Puzzle – Phillip J. Menke, Esq. 

This CLE will take you through the nuts and bolts of administering an insolvent estate, including special rules, 

strategies, and potential pitfalls. We will also walk through a hypothetical insolvent estate together, and 

examine why it may be beneficial to take on the administration of such an estate in the first place. 

 

Time Management Tune-Up – How To Increase Your Productivity Every Week – Cammie Hauser, Atticus 

Certified Practice Advisor 

Regardless of your years of experience or role in the firm, each of us is given the same amount of time every 

day.  This session will cover the reasons why time management is the most important factor affecting 

productivity.  Both experienced and newer attorneys will benefit from sharing ideas and discussing specific 

techniques in time management.  How much more productive can you be? 

 

Trial Tactics for the Litigation Novice – Kimberly Ann Murphy, Esq. 

Are you overcome with fear of the courtroom and contested hearings?  If so, this is the session for you!  No 

matter how many years of practice you have, a courtroom is where our justice system comes alive, and your 

anxiety should never be a barrier to your potential greatness.  This session offers you tips for organizing your 

case for contested hearings, so that the courtroom becomes a place where you are in control. 

 

Veterans Benefits Planning: The New Lookback and Net Worth Rules – Evan H. Farr, CELA, CAP 

Major new rule changes are about to make it much harder for veterans to qualify for benefits, but will also 

open up great new opportunities for advanced planning. This up-to-the-minute update will clarify new 

eligibility requirements and give you the tools to ensure your clients' eligibility for the Veterans Aid and 

Attendance Pension benefit. 

 

Virginia’s Developmental Waiver Redesign - Edward Zetlin, Esq. 

This presentation will focus on understanding Virginia's new developmental waivers.  What changes were 

made from the previous waivers, eligibility process, changes in the wait list and services. 

 

 

 

 

        

 


