
2016 – 2017 Officers and Directors Nominees 

OFFICERS 

President: RHONA LEVINE 

Ms. Levine states: “I take a holistic approach to the practice of Elder Law, helping find realistic solutions to 

address legal and other needs of our aging community. Drawing on over  thirty years of substantive legal 

experience, firmly rooted in traditional estate and incapacity planning (handling both taxable and non-taxable 

estates), and utilizing personal experiences in dealing with many of the same issues within my own family, I 

have learned how to advocate for the elderly, their families, and their caregivers. Whether planning 

proactively or planning in crisis, my knowledge and years of experience provide me with the tools needed to 

help clients “navigate the maze” of elder care and Elder Law challenges.” 

 

Rhona Levine concentrates her legal practice on Elder Law, Estate Planning and Administration, and small 

business organization and administration. After graduating from Antioch University, she received her J.D with 

Honors from George Mason University School of Law in 1981, where she was selected for Law Review. She 

practiced with Robert W. Annand, P.C. in Washington, D.C. for two years prior to returning to Roanoke, where 

she served as Business Manager for her family’s radio station (WROV AM) for seven years. Ms. Levine returned 

to the practice of law in 1990 and has been with the law firm of Coleman & Massey, P.C. in Roanoke since 

2003. 

 

Ms. Levine is the President-Elect of the Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, having served on the Board 

for over ten years.  She is the Vice-President of the Elder Law and Special Needs Section Council of the Virginia 

Bar Association, and works with the Legislative Committees of both VAELA and the VBA Section. She is also on 

the boards of the Guardian Angel Panel of the Family Service of the Roanoke Valley, The Adult Care Center of 

the Roanoke Valley, and Good Samaritan Hospice. She is also a member of the Roanoke Valley Estate Planning 

Council, and of the Roanoke Chapter of the Virginia Women Attorneys Association (having served as Treasurer 

of that Chapter for several years). She has served as Chair of the Board of Community School and of Beth Israel 

Synagogue, both in Roanoke. 

 

President-Elect: ELIZABETH BIRCHER 

Elizabeth Bircher is experienced in the practice of elder law, estate planning, guardianships and 
conservatorship, estate/trust/conservatorship administration, and special needs planning. She received each 
of her anthropology undergraduate degree and law degree from the College of William and Mary. 
 
She is a member of the Virginia Bar Association, the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) and its 
Virginia chapter (VAELA,) and the I’Anson Hoffman American Inn of Court. She is currently serving as Vice 
President for VAELA. In addition, she has served as an officer of election in York County since 2006 and is 
serving on the board of her neighborhood’s homeowners’ association. 
 

Vice President: JOLEY STEFFENS 

An attorney with the law firm of ThompsonMcMullan, Joley L. Steffens graduated from the University of 

Pittsburgh School of Law in 2012, after receiving her Bachelor of Arts degree from the College of William and 

Mary in 2007. A native of Marion County, Georgia, she practices in the areas of elder law, estate and special 

needs planning, estate and trust administration, guardianship and conservatorship for incapacitated adults, 

Medicaid and long-term care planning, fiduciary litigation, and Medicare counseling. 

 

Joley serves as Secretary of the Board of the Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, as well as Program 

Committee Chair. She serves as Treasurer for the Elder Law and Special Needs Section Council and serves on 

the Law Practice Management Division Council of the Virginia Bar Association. She serves on the Bench Bar 



Conference Committee of the Richmond Bar Association, and is Secretary of the Board of the Metropolitan 

Richmond Women’s Bar Association. Joley serves on the Multidisciplinary Panel for Jewish Family Services 

Public Guardianship Program and on the Board of Bon Secours 2016 Successful Aging Forum. She is passionate 

about pro bono service and frequently volunteers her time with the Legal Information Network for Cancer 

(LINC) and other organizations. 

 

Joley received the Young Lawyer of the Year Award by the Richmond Bar Association in 2015, and was named 

Top 40 under 40 by Style Weekly in 2014. She received the Krista Latshaw Pro Bono Award for Legal 

Information Network for Cancer (LINC) in 2014, after being featured in LINC's Attorney Spotlight in 2013. She 

has been named a Rising Star in Elder Law by Super Lawyer's and a Legal Elite in the Legal Services/Pro Bono 

category by Virginia Business Magazine. 

 

Joley is a frequent speaker throughout the community on topics such as Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, 

special needs and long-term care planning, and estate planning and administration, and has presented and 

written for the National Business Institute, Virginia CLE and Virginia Lawyers Weekly. 

 

Treasurer: ELIZABETH WILDHACK 

Elizabeth L. Wildhack is a partner at the firm of Thompson Wildhack, PLC in Arlington, Virginia.  She focuses her 

practice primarily in the areas of elder law and estate planning/ administration.  Since 2008, Ms. Wildhack has 

served as Assistant Commissioner of Accounts for the 17th Judicial Circuit (Arlington County and the City of 

Falls Church, Virginia).  

 

Ms. Wildhack is a summa cum laude graduate of the Washington College of Law at American University and is 

admitted in both Virginia and the District of Columbia.  She currently serves as Treasurer of the Virginia 

Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (VAELA) and as Board Secretary of the Arlington Retirement Housing 

Corporation (Culpepper Garden), a non-profit housing provider for low income seniors.  

 

Ms. Wildhack was the recipient of the Arlington County Human Rights Commission’s James B. Hunter Human 

Rights Award for her pro bono work on behalf of the elderly and disabled. 

 

 

Secretary: VERONICA WILLIAMS 

 A native of the Virginia peninsula, Veronica Elizabeth Williams began her professional career in the United 

States Army where she served for five (5) years as a personnel officer. Her experiences included overseas duty 

and successful completion of the United States Army Parachutist Course (Airborne School).  Upon completing 

her tour of military service, she entered law school at the College of William & Mary and graduated in 1993.  

 

Veronica limits her legal practice to Estate Planning, the Settlement of Estates, and Advocacy for the Elderly 

and Infirm, with a special passion for that part of Elder Law that deals with assisting caregivers to be more 

effective advocates for the loved ones they care for and serve.  

 

Veronica served as her mother’s caregiver off and on for 21 years. Her mother was diagnosed with a long-term 

chronic illness and she knows how difficult it can be to care for a loved one with health challenges, and to 

balance that care with competing demands. Over the years, she has shopped for home health care providers, 

plowed through medical paperwork, puzzled over health care coverage, and experienced firsthand the 

frustrations of our fragmented health care system. She is professionally passionate about understanding life 

care planning and estate planning from the perspectives of the client and the caregiver.  



In 2014, the Governor of Virginia appointed Veronica to serve four year terms, as a board member, on both 

the Commonwealth Council on Aging, and the Virginia Public Guardianship and Conservatorship Board. She 

also serves a board member for the Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys. She is a frequent teacher and 

speaker on the topics of Elder Law & Estate Planning, and her professional perspectives have been published in 

the Daily Press Newspaper and the Virginia Lawyers Weekly. 

 

Past President: LORETTA MORRIS WILLIAMS, CELA 

Loretta Morris Williams is certified in Elder Law by the National Elder Law Foundation.  She practices in the 

areas of elder law, special needs planning, Medicaid, guardianship, wills, trusts, and probate.  Loretta is a 

senior associate attorney with the law firm HALE BALL Baumgartner Carlson Murphy, PLC in Fairfax, Virginia.  

 

Loretta is President of the Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (VAELA), a member of the National 

Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and a member of NAELA’s Council of Advanced Practitioners.  Loretta sits on 

the Multidisciplinary Panel of the Arc of Northern Virginia’s Guardian of Last Resort Program.  She is a member 

of the Academy of Special Needs Planners.  Loretta is a former director of the National Capital Chapter of the 

Society of Financial Services Professionals (2009-2011). 

 

Loretta has an AV peer rating from Martindale, has been named a Virginia Super Lawyer (2013-2015) and 

Rising Star (2010, 2011) by Super Lawyer, Inc. and was recognized as a Top Lawyer (2015) by Northern Virginia 

Magazine. 

  

Loretta graduated magna cum laude from The Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law in 2001 

and is licensed to practice in Virginia.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and public policy from 

Duke University. 

  

 

Directors beginning two year term (2016 – 2018) 

 

PAUL W. BARNETT 

Paul W. Barnett is a lawyer in a boutique estate planning and administration and elder law firm located in 

Arlington, Virginia. At the firm, known as Manning and Murray, P.C., he focuses his law practice to helping 

individuals and families with estate planning, the administration of estates and trusts, elder law, and guardian 

and conservatorships. Before entering private practice, Paul served as counsel to a United States Senate 

Committee. 

 

He is an active member of the Elder Law and Trust and Estate sections of the Arlington County Bar Association 

as well as of the Virginia State Bar. He is also a member of the Real Estate section of the Virginia State Bar. 

His community and professional activities include speaking at professional and bar association meetings on 

estate planning and elder law topics, serving as guardian for indigent persons, and serving as an active 

member of the Arlington Host Lions Club with several terms on the board of directors and as a past president. 

Paul has been a member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys since 2005. 

 

Mr. Barnett is a graduate of the Paul M. Herbert Law Center at Louisiana State University, where he was a 

member of the Louisiana Law Review, Order of the Coif and of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. Mr. Barnett 

received his B.S. in Business Administration from Louisiana State University. He has been in law practice for 26 

years. 



 

STEPHEN BURNS 

After graduating from Catholic University, Columbus School of Law, Steve clerked for the judges of Arlington 

County Circuit Court. Upon completion of his clerkship, he entered private practice with a firm specializing in 

commercial litigation and securities arbitration. There, Steve represented both regional and national financial 

institutions in the recovery of consumer and commercial loans in state and federal courts, and in particular, 

arbitrations before the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority. 

 

After law school, Steve also became involved with the Special Olympics, serving as a unified partner, volunteer, 

and coach for the bowling, basketball, and softball programs. Steve was honored to represent his region at the 

national bowling tournament in Las Vegas as a unified partner in bowling. 

 

In 2012, Steve’s work with the Special Olympics led him to Thompson Wildhack, PLC, where he worked for 

Kelly Thompson and Betsey Wildhack until this past March.  He has relocated with his wife to Richmond, 

Virginia, where she has opened up a yoga studio, and Steve continues to practice elder law at AR Park LLC. 

 

CARY Z. CUCINELLI 

Cary Z. Cucinelli is an attorney at Cucinelli Law PLC where she focuses her practice on estate planning, 

guardianships and conservatorships, and the administration of estates.  Prior to establishing her own firm, Cary 

was a principal in a small law firm in Fairfax, Virginia.  She is an active member of the Virginia Academy of Elder 

Law Attorneys and the Fairfax Bar Association and recently completed terms of service as co-chair of the FBA's 

Elder Law and Wills, Trusts, and Estates Sections.  Cary earned her B.A. degree from The College of William and 

Mary in Virginia and her J.D. degree from George Mason University's School of Law. 

 

ANGELA M. GRIFFITH 

Angela is an Attorney at the Law Office of Angela M. Griffith PLC located in McLean, VA. Angela focuses her 

practice on estate planning, elder law, special needs planning, Veteran's benefits, Medicaid planning, probate, 

estate and trust administration, and guardianships and conservatorships. 

 

Angela M. Griffith is a native of Virginia and has been serving the senior population and disabled adults since 

1997. A graduate of James Madison University, Angela earned her Bachelor of Social Work with a minor in 

Gerontology. This passion for working with seniors led Angela to a career working in local assisted living 

communities in the admissions and marketing departments. 

 

After eight years working in assisted living communities, Angela furthered her education and commitment to 

working with seniors by obtaining her Juris Doctorate degree with honors in 2009 from Florida Coastal School 

of Law. 

 

Bar Admissions 

• Virginia, 2009 

 

Accredited: 

• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Accredited Attorney for the preparation, presentation and prosecution 

of claims for Veteran’s Benefits before the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

• Qualified Guardian Ad litem (GAL) for adult incapacitated persons for the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 

Professional Associations and Memberships 

• Virginia Bar Association, Member 



• Co-Chair Arlington County Bar Association, Elder Law Section 

• National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Member 

• Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Member, Program Committee Member 

• Arlington County Bar Association, Member 

• Arlington County Bar Association, Wills Trusts and Estates Section, Member 

• Fairfax County Bar Association, Member 

• Fairfax County Bar Association, Elder Law Section, Member 

• Fairfax County Bar Association, Wills Trusts and Estates Section, Member 

• Virginia Hospital Center Legacy Planning Committee, Member 

 

CATHERINE SCHOTT MURRAY 

Begin the Begin ‐ Once you begin, you are closer to the end than had you not begun at all. With that statement, 

Catherine F. Schott Murray appreciates that every client’s situation is unique and requires solutions that are 

adapted to their particular needs, goals, and objectives once the planning process has begun. She takes the 

time to carefully listen to her clients and discuss decisions that are not always straight forward, ultimately 

reaching an appropriate resolution that is pertinent to each client. Catherine is professional, yet 

compassionate, while carefully explaining complex matters during potentially trying times. 

 

Catherine’s practice focuses on trust and estate planning as well as business planning. She advises clients with 

respect to the creation and implementation of simple and complex estate plans, including incapacity planning; 

elder law; guardianships and conservatorships; special needs trusts; health care decision making; estate and 

trust administration; probate administration; wealth preservation; asset protection; entity formation and 

maintenance, gifts, estate and generation‐skipping transfer tax planning; charitable planning; irrevocable 

trusts; donor advised funds; private foundations; family limited partnerships; and limited liability companies. 

 

Prior to joining the firm, Catherine assisted individuals with estate planning and Medicaid planning as well as 

represented lenders and closely‐held companies in commercial and financial transactions, commercial lease 

negotiations, mergers and acquisitions, bankruptcy, commercial litigation, and collections. She also 

participated in the University of Pittsburgh School of Law Elder Law Clinic where she provided legal services to 

elderly indigent clients, including drafting guardianship petitions, advance planning for incapacity, estate 

planning, and medical assistance/Medicaid eligibility for long term care. 

 

Catherine has received an AV rating, the highest rating given by Martindale‐Hubbell® Peer Review Ratings™ for 

her legal ability and general ethical standards. She was also included among Virginia Business Magazine’s 2014 

“Legal Elite” Young Lawyers. She is an active member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) 

and serves on the Board of Directors for the Virginia Chapter of NAELA 

 

STEPHEN E. TAYLOR 

Stephen E. Taylor is an attorney with the law firm of Oast & Taylor PLC.  His areas of practice include Elder Law, 

Estate Planning, Estate and Trust Administration, Long-term Care Planning, Asset Protection Planning, Veterans 

Benefits Planning, and Special Needs Planning.  Stephen is a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Accredited 

Attorney, and he is licensed to practice in both Virginia and North Carolina. 

 

Stephen earned his Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, from the University of Richmond School of Law.  He is a 

member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, the Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and 

the Virginia Beach Task Force on Aging.  He is also a member of the Virginia Bar Association, the Virginia Beach 

Bar Association, and the North Carolina Bar Association.  Stephen serves on the Board of Directors of 

Tidewater Arts Outreach and the University of Richmond School of Law Young Grads Association.  Stephen was 



recognized by Virginia Super Lawyers as a Rising Star in Estate Planning in 2014 and a Rising Star in Elder Law in 

2015 and 2016. 

 

Stephen resides in Norfolk with his wife, child, and Labrador retriever. 

 

HEATHER WINTER 

Heather Winter is an associate attorney at Hall & Hall, PLC in Richmond, Virginia. She concentrates her practice 

on elder law matters, including estate planning, probate, guardianship, and asset protection planning.  

 

Ms. Winter is a graduate of the University of Virginia, with Bachelor of Arts degrees in Economics and History. 

She is a cum laude graduate of the University of Richmond School of Law, where she was a member of the 

University of Richmond Law Review and Walter Scott McNeill Law Society. Ms. Winter previously served as a 

law clerk to Judges W. Allan Sharrett and Nathan C. Lee of the Sixth Judicial Circuit of Virginia. 

 

Ms. Winter is actively involved in the Junior League of Richmond, Richmond Senior Network, National 

Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Virginia Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the Metro Richmond Women's 

Bar Association, where she is a member of the Judicial Endorsement Committee. 

 

 


